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The ask of Local Authorities 
 
1. COSLA welcomed the opportunity to present evidence to the Committee earlier this 

month on our call for local authorities to have the discretion to introduce a Transient 
Visitor Tax if the circumstances were right in their local area and in full local 
consultation.  To enable this discretion, primary legislation is needed to introduce 
Transient Visitor Tax. 

 
The Importance of Localism 
 
2. It is vital that any consideration of Transient Visitor Tax is locally driven.  The 

motivations for introduction, the pressures which local authorities face as a result of 
tourism and local economies and tourism sectors vary from local authority to local 
authority.  The design of any scheme therefore has to account for local 
circumstance and any assessment of schemes has to be cognisant of the local 
context which that scheme has been developed within. 

 
3. COSLA are aware that the ask of the British Hospitality Association and the Scottish 

Tourism Alliance is for national research.  While the necessary power to enable 
local authorities with the discretion sits at national level, COSLA does not believe 
that a national research piece will add value when drivers for introduction, design 
and delivery of schemes will be a wholly local issue.  It is difficult to see what 
national research would bring to an issue which is very much rooted in local 
development.   

 
4. We would also be concerned about the timescales for any national work and the 

delay this would bring to making meaningful progress on the issue. Mindful of the 
extensive work which local authorities like Edinburgh have undertaken, it is also 
likely that any work would duplicate what has happened already, or worse appear 
to undermine that work by disregarding it. 

 
Consultation 
 
5. As the Committee heard earlier in the month, local authorities who are currently 

exploring the appropriateness of Transient Visitor Tax in their area are committed 
to local consultation.  No local authority would take steps towards any scheme 
which would damage their local area and any schemes would be supportive of local 
economic, tourism and improvement strategies. 

 
6. COSLA have continued engagement with representatives of national bodies, 

holding a roundtable on Friday 21st September.  There was constructive discussion 



at that meeting and – recognising the imperative of local consultation – COSLA 
have offered to work with the industry through this forum to establish what best 
practice in local engagement looks like. 
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